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The Sun is the principal object of veneration to
these people; as they cannot conceive of anything
which can be above this heavenly body, nothing else
appears to them more worthy of their homage. It
is for the same reason that the great Chief of this
Nation, who knows nothing on the earth more digni-
fied than himself, takes the title of brother of the
Sun, and the credulity of the people maintains him
in the despotic authority which he claims. To enable
them better to converse together, they raise a mound
of artificial soil, on which they build his cabin,
which is of the same construction as the Temple.
The door fronts the East, and every morning the
great Chief honors by his presence the rising of his
elder brother, and salutes him with many howlings
as soon as he appears above the horizon. Then he
gives orders that they shall light his calumet; he
makes him an offering of the first three puffs which
he draws; afterward raising his hand above his head,
and turning from the East to the West, he shows
him the direction which he must take in his course.

There are in this cabin a number of beds on the
left hand at entering: but on the right is only the
bed of the great Chief, ornamented with different
painted figures. This bed consists of nothing but a
mattress of canes and reeds, very hard, with a square
log of wood, which serves for a pillow. In the
middle of the cabin is seen a small stone, and no one
should approach the bed until he has made a circuit
of this stone. Those who enter salute by a howl,
and advance even to the bottom of the cabin, with-
out looking at the right side, where the Chief is.
Then they give a new salute by raising their arms
above the head, and howling three times. If it be



